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May  this  structure  throned  on  imperishable  books,  be  maintained  and  cherished 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  BUILDING 

Size  of  building,  190x305  feet. 

Exterior  of  granite,  steel  frame  and  class  A  fireproof  construction 
throughout. 

Complete  system  of  ventilation  and  heating  installed  for  all  the 
principal  rooms. 

A  special  type  of  indirect  lighting  has  been  provided  for  the  main 
reading  rooms,  and  no  sources  of  light  are  visible  for  these  rooms. 

The  main  stack  room  has  a  capacity  of  500,000  volumes  when  com- 
pletely filled,  and  future  additions  may  be  made  for  a  like  number  of 
volumes.  The  book  stacks  in  this  room  are  of  special  steel  construc- 
tion, with  marble  floors,  and  especial  attention  to  daylight  lighting  has 
been  given  in  the  arrangement. 

Ample  arrangements  for  the  working  staff  have  been  made  in  the 
way  of  rest  room,  dining  room,  kitchen,  baths,  etc.,  and  this  particular 
feature  has  been  carried  farther  than  in  any  other  library  thus  far  built. 

The  main  reading  room  is  36x195  feet  and  has  a  capacity  of 
approximately  25,000  volumes;  the  reference  room  is  30x100  feet,  with 


a  capacity  of  15,000  volumes,  and  a  special  book  room  and  a  room  for 
art  books  adjoin  the  reference  room  at  either  end. 

The  main  delivery  room  at  the  head  of  the  staircase  leading  from 
the  entrance  vestibule  is  65  feet  square  and  42  feet  in  height.  This 
room  and  entrance  vestibule  and  the  main  staircase  are  all  designed 
with  a  combination  of  real  Travertine  marble,  brought  from  Italy,  and 
an  imitation  of  this  marble  made  in  San  Francisco.  It  is  practically 
impossible  for  an  observer  to  determine  the  difference  between  the  two 
materials.  The  floors  of  these  three  rooms  have  also  been  made  in  real 
Travertine  marble,  which  is  the  most  durable  and  lasting  of  all  known 
materials. 

The  floors  of  the  general  reading  room  and  reference  room  are  laid 
with  cork  tiles,  insuring  absolute  silence  when  people  walk  about  these 
rooms.  All  bookcases,  ornamental  doorways  and  various  treatments 
of  all  sorts  in  these  two  rooms  have  been  made  in  an  antique  oak  finish, 
the  decorative  treatment  being  carried  out  in  the  style  of  old  Italian 
rooms,  with  plain  plaster  wall  surfaces  and  painted  beam  ceilings. 

Here  are  also  placed  two  large  mural  paintings  by  Mr.  Frank 
DuMond,  which  were  painted  by  him  for  one  of  the  great  arches  in  the 


Court  of  the  Universe  at  the  Exposition.  They  represent  closely  events 
in  San  Francisco's  earlier  history  and  seem  especially  fitted  for  a  place 
in  its  Library  Building. 

The  design  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  building  is  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Italian  Renaissance,  this  period  of  architecture  seeming, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Architect,  to  best  represent  the  scholarly  atmos- 
phere which  a  library  should  attempt  to  convey. 

The  periodical  room,  the  technical  book  room  and  room  for  the 
musical  library  are  all  placed  on  the  third  floor  of  the  library,  together 
with  the  Trustees'  meeting  room  and  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
board.  The  Librarian's  office  is  on  the  second  floor  in  connection  with 
the  large  reading  rooms.  The  juvenile  room  and  the  newspaper  room 
are  on  the  first  floor  and  easily  accessible  to  the  Fulton  street  entrance. 

The  cost  of  the  completed  building,  including  all  furniture  and 
equipment,  was  $1,152,000. 


NAMES  OF  AUTHORS  INSCRIBED  ON  OUTSIDE  OF  BUILDING 


CHAUCER 

BRYANT 

SPENSER 

COLLINS 

SHAKESPEARE 

LONGFELLOW 

DRYDEN 

GOETHE 

MILTON 

WHITTIER 

POPE 

SCHILLER 

WORDSWORTH 

HAWTHORNE 

JOHNSON 

BYRON 

COLERIDGE 

HOLMES 

GOLDSMITH 

SHELLEY 

TENNYSOK 

LOWELL 

GRAY 

KEATS 
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SCOTT 

CERVANTES 

DANTE 

HOMER 

COOPER 

RICHARDSON 

PETRARCH 

AESCHYLUS 

BALZAC 

FIELDING 

ARIOSTO 

SOPHOCLES 

DUMAS 

LESSING 

TASSO 

EURIPIDES 

THACKERAY 

IRVING 

MOLIERE 

SOCRATES 

DICKENS 

WHITMAN 

RACINE 

VIRGIL 

GEORGE  ELIOT 

TOLSTOI 

CORNEILLE 

HORACE 

PLATO 

JOSEPHUS 

XENOPHON 

HERODOTUS 

ARISTOTLE 

PLUTARCH 

LIVY 

THUCYDIDES 

EUCLID 

MONTAIGNE 

TACITUS 

HUME 

DESCARTES 

BACON 

GIBBON 

GROTE 

KANT 

BERKELEY 

MACAULAY 

BANCROFT 

CARLYLE 

ROUSSEAU 

MOMMSEN 

MOTLEY 

PASTEUR 

EMERSON 

LECKY 

PARKMAN 

INSCRIPTIONS 

MAIN  CORRIDORS 

To  be  content  with  what  we  possess  is  the  greatest  of  all  riches/ 
Peace  be  within  thy  walls  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces/  /£#f4 
The  ways  of  wisdom  are  ways  of  pleasantness  and  all  her  paths  are 

peace/  -  /~rf¥&pi  Z  /l 

Gold  can  be  taken  away,  but  knowledge  is  thine  forever. 
The  true  university  of  these  days  is  a  collection  of  books. 
A  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath,  but  grievous  words  stir  up  anger. 
Silence  at  the  proper  season  is  wisdom  and  better  than  any  speech. 
Art  is  beauty  passed  through  thought  and  fixed  in  form. 
Our  happiness  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  the  choice  of  our 

company. 

A  good  conscience  is  the  testimony  of  a  good  life  and  the  reward  of  it. 
Nature  is  a  revelation  of  God — Art  is  a  revelation  of  man. 
Let  our  object  be  our  country,  our  whole  country,  nothing  but  our 
country. 


INSCRIPTIONS 

MAIN  CORRIDORS 

Handle  a  book  as  a  bee  does  a  flower;  extract  its  sweets,  but  do  not 

injure  it.  *i*aJl  *  Sams*J*« 

Character  is  the  governing  element  in  life  and  is  above  genius.--  STft-fV-\  t^iC\M 

Love  is  the  life  of  the  soul,  it  is  the  harmony  of  the  universe. 

Buy  what  thou  hast  no  need  of  and  ere  long  thou  shalt  sell  thy 
necessities. 

Understanding  is  a  wellspring  of  life  unto  him  that  hath  it. 
Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might.         (  j 
Books  bear  the  messages  of  the  wisest  of  mankind  to  all  the  genera- 
tions of  men. 

OVER  BRONZE  DOORS  IN  DELIVERY  HALL 

Here  thou  mayst  feed  on  knowledge  and  never  grow  weary  of  adding 
to  thy  store. 

Books  are  the  basis  of  civilized  life  and  the  fountains  in  the  desert 
of  being. 

In  books  lies  the  soul  of  the  whole  past  time,  the  articulate,  audible 
voice  of  the  past. 


INSCRIPTIONS 
* 

ON  FACADE 

The  Public  Library  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

May  this  structure,  throned  on  imperishable  books,  be  maintained  and 

cherished  from  generation  to  generation  for  the  improvement  and 

delight  of  mankind. 
Founded  MDCCCLXXVI.  Erected  MDCCCCXVI. 

OVER  ENTRANCE  TO  DELIVERY  HALL 

Peace  to  all  who  come  here.  (Outside.) 
Quiet  is  kin  to  learning.  (Inside.) 

MAIN  VESTIBULE 

This  building  stands  upon  a  portion  of  the  site  of  the  old  City  Hall.  In 
its  erection  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco  were  aided  by  a  gift  of 
three  hundred  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie, who  also  gave  a  like  amount  for  the  construction  of  branch 
library  buildings. 


MURAL  PAINTINGS 

These  paintings,  by  Frank  Vincent  DuMond,  were  given  to  the 
Library  by  the  Directors  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Expo- 
sition. 

DuMond  studied  with  Boulanger,  Lefebvre  and  Constant  in  Paris. 
He  has  been  honored  with  medals  at  the  Paris  Salon,  as  well  as  in 
Boston,  and  at  the  Atlanta,  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis  Expositions.  He  is 
having  important  weight  as  an  instructor  in  the  Art  Students'  League, 
New  York  City,  and  was  director  of  fine  arts  at  the  Portland  Exposi- 
tion.  Paintings  by  DuMond  appear  in  many  museums  and  collections. 

The  panels  are  forty-seven  feet  long  and  twelve  feet  high. 

These  panels  commemorate  the  pioneer  spirit  on  the  continent  of 
America,  the  march  of  civilization  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

They  have  a  narrative  quality  which  is  original  and  novel  in 
mural  art. 

PIONEERS  LEAVING  THE  EAST 

Panel  in  Reference  Room 

Here  is  pictured  the  source  of  the  western  spirit — adventurous  en- 
terprise upon  a  background  of  stern  tradition.    On  the  bleak,  glacial 


New  England  Coast,  its  bare  rocks  covered  with  snow,  a  youth  bids 
farewell  to  his  family.  The  fire  of  adventure  is  in  his  face.  His  griev- 
ing family  do  not  understand  and  are  bewildered  by  it. 

At  the  head  of  the  westward-bound  procession,  we  see  other  such 
youths,  carrying  with  them  only  their  bare  necessities  on  their  long 
journey. 

In  the  central  group  about  the  old  Concord  wagonful  of  household 
goods — pray  note  the  grandfather's  clock,  a  pretty  bit  of  sentiment — 
the  emigrants  move. 

They  leave  behind  them  the  New  England  meeting  house,  cus- 
todian of  our  early  civilization,  shown  here  in  the  background.  But 
they  take  from  it  with  them  the  Preacher,  the  Jurist,  the  School- 
mistress, and  the  Child,  representing  the  Family  Ideal. 

Some  of  these  figures  are  portraits.  The  Preacher  is  drawn  from 
William  Taylor,  a  famous  street  preacher  of  the  early  days  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  Pioneer  is  James  Adams,  better  known  to  early  Cali- 
fornians  as  "Grizzly"  Adams.   The  Judge  is  Stephen  J.  Field. 

With  them  are  the  old  plains  driver  and  the  trapper.  The 
symbolic  figure  leading  them  is  the  Call  of  Fortune. 


MURAL  PAINTINGS 


This  panel,  full  of  joy  and  life  and  color,  contrasts  with  the  rigor 
of  the  one  in  the  other  room.  Here  is  a  volcanic  land,  fertile  and 
balmy,  the  West,  where  Conquest  sits  enthroned  amid  fruits  and 
abundance  awaiting  the  new-comers.  They  have  reached  their  goal. 

Here  come  the  Artist,  the  Writer,  the  Scholar,  the  Architect,  the 
Sculptor,  the  Youth  and  the  Family. 

Among  them  may  be  recognized,  in  the  Author,  Bret  Harte;  in 
the  Artist,  William  Keith,  and  other  figures  well  known  to  Cali- 
fornians. 

At  the  end  of  the  procession  a  tribute  is  paid  to  the  early  Spanish 
civilization  of  the  West.  Led  by  the  Spirit  of  Enlightenment,  Padre 
Junipero  Serra  is  seen  bearing  one  of  the  missions  he  founded.  Follow- 
ing him  is  Captain  Juan  Bautista  at  the  head  of  his  soldiers. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  HISTORY 

Ground  broken     -------     March,  1915 

Steel  erection  begun     -----     August,  1915 

Fireproofing  begun     -----     December,  1915 

Brick  work  begun     -----     February,  1916 

Cornerstone  laid    ------     April  15,  1916 

Stone  work  begun     ------     March,  1916 

Dedicated     -------     February  15,  1917 
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DIRECTORY 

First  Floor  Second  Floor 


Children's  Room  . 
Newspaper  Department 
Public  Telephone 
Women's  Rest  Room 
Men's  and  Boys'  Lavatories 


Librarian's  Office 
Delivery  Hall 
General  Reading  Room 
Reference  Department 
Registration  Office 


Third  Floor 

Music  Department 
Periodical  Department 
Technical  Room 
Trustees'  Room 

Controller  and  Secretary's  Office 
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